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Memories of the Stalinist repression
During the Stalinist repression, approximately 8,000 to 25,000
Finnish people who were regarded as enemies of the people
died or disappeared. About the same number of “Reds” died in
the Finnish Civil War, and the number of casualties in the Winter
War was also close to that. In Finland, there are few studies and
publications about the victims of the repression. There are no
recorded stories or oral history of how the people who died
or disappeared during the Stalinist repression have been
remembered in families, and how people have tried to find out
about their history over the decades. The victims of the
repression included communists who had moved to the Soviet
Union from Finland or North America, “Reds” who had escaped
the Finnish Civil War, and minorities, such as Ingrians, living in
the Soviet Union.
Tell us what you remember about those who died or
disappeared during the Stalinist repression!

Answering instructions
Please write in your own language and
style. The length of the texts is not
restricted. Write your name or pen name,
contact details and date and place of birth
in your answer. We also accept photographs, recordings, previous memoirs
and interviews. Please send material only
if you have the right and/or permission to
send such material. Include your consent
for archiving the material in the SKS
archive and for its use in accordance
with the rules of the archive.
Please read the guidelines governing the
collection of material for the SKS archive
at www.finlit.fi/luovutus_ja_keruuohjeet.
Please submit your text by 31 May 2020
−− via the online form at
www.finlit.fi/stalinin-vainot;
−− via mail to the following address:
The Finnish Literature Society,
archive, PO Box 259, FI-00171
Helsinki, Finland. Please mark the
envelope with “Stalinin vainot”;
−− as an email attachment to
keruu@finlit.fi. Please write
“Stalinin vainot” in the subject field.

The following questions might help in the writing process:
−− Tell a story related to your family or another family about a
person or family who was killed or who disappeared during
the Stalinist repression. When was the victim born, what
was their occupation, how did they end up in the Soviet
Union, and what did they do there?
−− Was this discussed much in your immediate or extended
family? In what way it was discussed? From whom, in what
way and in which context did you hear the story? What
emotions were involved?
−− Is there someone in your family whose role in the repression
is unclear? What is known about their story?
−− In what way your family has tried to find out about the life
of the victims of the repression? Who did the research? If
you contacted the authorities, how did they reply? What
emotions were stirred by the information received or the
attempt to find out about your relatives?
−− How have your family members felt about public
discussion of the Stalinist repression and its victims?
This collection of oral history is organised by the Finnish Literature
Society (SKS). The answers are archived in the SKS archive. The
results of the collection are published in autumn 2020. There
will be a book prize draw among all those who have answered.
If you have original material, such as letters, relating to your
story, and if you want to donate them to the SKS archive, please
notify us via the online form or contact us at arkisto@finlit.fi.
Please also let us know if we can contact you later in a possible
follow-up project which includes interviews or the collection of
further information on the subject.

For more information:
SKS archive, tel. +358 201 131 240, keruu@finlit.fi
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