
The Roma Archives of Finland 

Finitiko kaalengo arkiivos 



If you are interested in preserving the cultural heritage 
of Roma people, please contact us. The coordinator  
for the project is Senior Archivist Risto Blomster  
(risto.blomster@finlit.fi, +358 40 534 8868). 

The project is part of the 60th anniversary of the 
National Advisory Board on Romani Affairs and the 
centenary of Finland’s independence, being celebrated 
in 2017.

The Finnish Literature Society (SKS) and the National Archives of Finland have, in 
collaboration with the National Advisory Board on Romani Affairs (RONK), initiated 
the project Romani Cultural Heritage: Archiving, Valuation and Research (2016–2018).  

Background

In collaboration with the Roma community, SKS has been collecting Romani tradi-
tion and oral history since the 1960s. An example of this cooperation is Suomen 
romanien historia (“The History of the Roma People of Finland”) (SKS 2012), which 
won the State Award for Public Information in 2013 as well as an honorary mention 
in the Vuoden historiateos (“Historical Work of the Year”) awards.

What is being collected?

During the project, materials and personal archives from Romani organisations 
as well as folklore and interviews are stored in the collections of the SKS and the 
National Archives. 

Why is this collecting taking place?

The main aim of the project is to cherish Romani cultural heritage and increase its 
appreciation, not only among the Roma community but the population at large. 
When archived, the material is also secured for use. 

The result of the project

As a result of the project, SKS, RONK and the National Archives will establish the 
Roma Archives of Finland – Finitiko kaalengo arkiivos. The materials of the project 
will be stored in the collections of SKS and the National Archives. The material will 
be made available to everyone later on through the national AHAA database.

All 
together 
now!



Examples of material

Texts

 – Organisational and personal archive: organisational and private docu-
ments, correspondence, diaries, scripts, drafts, speeches, presentations 
and drawings.

 – Folkloristic material: stories, beliefs, games, jokes, songs, proverbs and 
riddles, descriptions of celebrations and the everyday lives of people.

Pictures, audio and video recordings

 – Material you have recorded yourself. Please attach information on when the 
recording was made, the situation and the subjects (people, places, etc.)

Newspaper cuttings and printed material

 – Your own publications, printed material as well as articles and newspaper 
cuttings describing activities.

Material in text, pictures and audio recordings

Instructions for the donors of material

 – Material can be donated by an organisation or by any private person.

 – Please arrange beforehand with the staff of the archive regarding delivery or 
collection of material.

 – Unless otherwise agreed, you as the donor are responsible for the transport of 
the material. 

 – The archive reserves the right to screen the material. We offer to return 
screened material to the donor. 

 – We draw up donation agreements for donated material, where such things as 
the terms of donation and any possible restrictions in its use are specified.

 – The use of the material is governed by legislation, which includes provisions on 
publication, data protection and copyright.



More information regarding the donation of material to the SKS archive and the 
National Archives of Finland:
 
SKS archive
www.finlit.fi/fi/arkisto-ja-kirjastopalvelut/hankinta-ja-kokoelmapolitiikka/luovutukset
 
The National Archives of Finland
www.arkisto.fi/fi/palvelut/yksityisarkistojen-luovutus
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