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Panel proposal 

Chair: Matti La Mela (History of Industrialization & Innovation group, Aalto university) 

Text mining for transnational circulation: research on society and business in Swedish and Finnish 

nineteenth-century newspapers 

The panel explores the uses of digitised sources, newspapers in particular, for studying the 

modernising Nordic countries, movement of knowledge across borders and the reception of 

influences “from abroad” during the long nineteenth century. The panel focuses on empirical 

questions related to the emergence of modern terrorism, the expanding markets for technology and 

natural resources, and the responses to these transformations. The papers in the panel take use of 

digitised Finnish and Swedish newspapers and journals. These digitised sources are viewed and 

discussed in the presentations at least from three perspectives: as indicators of conceptual change, 

as new historical evidence and as exemplifying the circulation of knowledge. 

 

Papers 

Mats Fridlund (History of Industrialization & Innovation group, Aalto University, 

mats.fridlund@aalto.fi) 

Trawling Texts for Terrorisms. Using semiautomatic digital history methods to study terrorism’s 

emergence, 1848-1914 

The paper explores the 19th century transformation of old and emergence of new modes of political 

terrorism through a quali-quantitative digital history study of the representation of international 

terroristic violence 1848-1914 in Swedish newspapers. Besides a better understanding of terrorism’s 

historical emergence, the aim is to develop semiautomatic ‘digital history 1.5’ research methods by 

using as primary source material the version of Aftonbladet available in the National Library of 

Sweden digital achieve tidningar.kb.se. Most historians today are ‘digital historians 1.0’ as they use 

‘domesticated’ digital methods, sources and tools such as online search engines, journals, databases, 

etc. But few have broken out of the traditional into the new digital history research paradigm and 

become ‘digital historians 2.0’ using advanced quantitative calculations, computer programs, scripts 

and visualization methods. This presentation will explore the methodological and conceptual space 

in between the domesticated and paradigmatic digital history research methods – digital history 1.5. 

  



2 

 

David E. Andersson (Linköping University and Uppsala Centre for Business History (UCBH), 

david.andersson@fek.uu.se) and Fredrik Tell (Department of Business Studies, Uppsala University, 

Fredrik.tell@fek.uu.se) 

The Structure of Markets for Technology – New Evidence from Swedish Patent Data and Patent 

Advertisements 1885-1914 

We argue that markets for technology are best conceptualized as containing several different but 

linked submarkets for different ex-ante and ex-post transactions. We support our argument by using 

a new database containing all Swedish patents granted 1885-1914. Thirteen percent of all patents 

were transferred at least ones during their lifetime. A survival analysis of different transaction types 

show that ex-post transfers are associated with longer patent life than the average while ex-ante 

transfer are associated with shorter patent life. We argue that a possible explanation could be 

different incentives to engage in different parts of the market, especially licensing possibilities. We 

support this by offering a case study of patents being offered for sale or license in the Inventor’s 

Exchange of industry journal Norden and advertisements in the journal of one of Sweden’s most 

important patent agencies. 

 

 

Matti La Mela (History of Industrialization & Innovation group, Aalto University, 

matti.lamela@eui.eu) 

Allemansrätten and the commodification of lingonberries in late nineteenth-century Finland 

This paper explores the potential of digitised newspaper data for studying practices of nature use. It 

looks at the emergence of the “lingonberry rush” in the Nordic countries in the late nineteenth 

century. At the time, the exports of wild berries from Sweden and Finland grew due to foreign 

demand. The Finnish newspapers followed carefully the events in the neighbouring Sweden, and 

reported encouragingly about the economic potential of wild berries, but also commented on the 

tensions the berry-picking activities were creating in local contexts. This paper studies the diffusion 

of the berry-picking news, and discusses how the commodification of wild berries was challenging 

existing practices of nature use and social relations in the rural areas. With the analysis, the paper 

contributes to the reinterpretation of the history of the Nordic allemansrätten, a tradition of public 

access to nature, which allows everyone to pick wild berries today. 

 

 


